
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8th Southern African Plant Breeding Symposium  

ñBreeding the Futureò 
Spier Wine Estate, Stellenbosch  

March 15
th

 ï 17
th

, 2010 

 
Dear Colleague, 
 
Since sending out the first announcement a 
lot has happened and we now have the 
outline of a very exciting 8

th
 Southern 

African Plant Breeding Symposium starting 
to take shape as you will see from the 
preliminary scientific program. 
 
When perusing the program it will become 
evident that a large number of invited 
speakers are already listed.  These were all 
carefully chosen to fit the theme of the 
conference ñBreeding the Futureò and give 
equal representation to all crops and fields 
of expertise in the broader plant breeding 
community.  I would like to thank all the 
people who helped in securing these 
speakers. 
 
A large component of the invited speakers 
are however from outside South Africa and I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
them for committing to travel all the way to 
share their expertise and knowledge with 
us. 
 
Noteworthy is the composition of the list of 
invited speakers; ranging from plant 
breeders to a biosafety expert, and patent 
attorney, just illustrating the multi-
disciplinary nature of Plant Breeding. 
 
In the first announcement I mentioned the 
workshop that we were planning.  The aim 
of the workshop being to bring together all  

the stake holders and formulate an action 
plan in order to help with training of Plant 
breeders for Southern Africa. 
 
As such we were able to secure Maryke 
Labuschagne (UFS), Cobus Le Roux (ARC-
SGI), Francois Koekemoer (Sensako) and 
Tongo Tongoona (UKZN) that will serve as 
facilitators in order to get the necessary stake 
holders involved. 
 
If you would like to get involved in the 
workshop as a presenter please consult the 
workshopôs program and contact the relevant 
facilitator or myself. 
 
Finally I would like to ask all to visit our new 
website at www.sapba.co.za which will go 
live on August 1

st
 2009. Our website was 

specially redesigned to support our 
symposium. The website now offers online 
registration facilities for the conference, as 
well as additional information regarding the 
invited speakers. 
 
With best regards, 

 
Willem Botes  
President 
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I n v i t e d  sp e a kers  

Bill Dvorak 

(USA) 

Brian Steffenson 

(USA) 

Dieter Mulitze 

(Canada) 

Francois Eudes 

(Canada) 

Hennie Groenewald 

(South Africa) 

JD Rossouw 

(Singapore) 

Joanne van Harmelen 

(South Africa) 

Ken Tobutt 

(UK) 

Kerry Taylor 

(South Africa) 

Richard Trethowan 

(Australia) 

Sandra Clelland 

(South Africa) 

 

About Spier 

Spier is one of the 

most famous sites in 

the Cape Winelands.  

It offers award-winning 

wines in the beautiful 

setting of an historic 

1000-hectare wine 

estate combined with a 

world class hotel and 

conference venues 

housed in meticulously 

restored Cape Dutch 

buildings. For more 

info visit 

http://www.spier.co.za 

SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT 

http://www.sapba.co.za/
http://www.spier.co.za/
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Preliminary Scientific Program  

Monday, March 15  
 
07:30 -19:00 Secretariat open for worksh op  and 

conference  registration 
  
  
  
  
  
09:00 - 09:30 Introduction and background 
10:15 ï 11:00 Focus  1: Training and teaching  

Facilitator: Maryke Labuschagne (UFS) 
11:30 ï 12:15 Focus 2: Funding environment  

Facilitator:  Cobus Le Roux (ARC-SGI) 
12:15 ï 13:00 Focus 3: Plant breeders in 

practice  
Facilitator:  Francois Koekemoer 
(Sensako) 

14:00 ï 14:30 Discussion groups  
(Formulate action plans based on F 1 ï F 3) 

14:30 ï 15:30 General discussion  
Facilitator:  Tongo Tongoona (UKZN) 

16:00 ï 16:30 Formation of work group and 
conclusion 

  
17:00 ï 19:00 Cocktail function 
  

  

Tuesday, March 16  
  
07:30 ï 17:00 Secretariat open for registration 
  
  
  
  
  
08:30 ï 09:00 Official welcome and opening 
09:00 ï 09:30 Genetic options for improving crop 

productivity in water limited 
environments 
Richard Trethowan  (University of Sydney, 
Australia ) 

09:30 ï 10:00 ñBreeding the Futureò: Improving 
adaptability and adding value in 
plantation forests 
Bill Dvorak  (CAMCORE and North Carolina 
State University, USA) 

10:00 ï 10:30 Coffee break 
  
  
  
  
  
10:30 ï 11:00 Relational Software for Plant 

Breeding: Empowering plant 
breeders in a world of declining fiscal 
and human resources 
Dieter Mulitze  (Agronomix, Canada ) 

11:00 ï 12:00 Selected talks 
12:00 ï 13:30 Lunch and Poster Viewing 

  
  
  
  
13:30 ï 14:00 Plant Breeding and Sustainability 

JD Rossouw  (Monsanto, Singapore ) 

14:00 ï 15:00 Selected talks 
15:00 ï 15:30 Coffee break and Poster Viewing 
  
  
  
  
  
15:30 ï 16:00 The protection of plants via patents 

and plant breedersô rights in South 
Africa and internationally 
Joanne van Harmelen  (Spoor and Fisher, 
South Africa ) 

16:00 ï 16:15 Developing and Protecting 
Indigenous Plant Varieties in South 
Africa 
Sandra Clelland  (Spoor and Fisher, South 
Africa ) 

16:15 ï 16:30 DNA Technology for the protection of 
germplasm 
Kerry Taylor  (Spoor and Fisher, South 
Africa ) 

16:30 ï 17:00 Selected talks 
  
17:15 ï 18:30 Biennale  General Meeting  
  

  

Wednesday, March 17  
  
07:30 ï 08:30 Secretariat open for registration 
  
  
  
  
  
08:30 ï 09:00 Association mapping of disease 

resistance in wild barley 
Brian Steffenson  (University of Minnesota, 
USA) 

09:00 ï 10:00 Selected talks 
10:00 ï 10:30 Coffee break and Poster Viewing 
  
  
  
  
  
10:30 ï 11:00 Toward the integration of genomics 

and genetic engineering in designer 
triticale 
Francois Eudes  (Canadian Triticale 
Biorefinery Initiative and Lethbridge, Canada ) 

11:00 ï 12:00 Selected talks 
12:00 ï 13:30 Lunch and Poster Viewing 

 

 

 

Plant breeders for Southern Africa  
Workshop on ñBreeding the Futureò 

 

Opening Session: Conventional Breeding  
Chair: TBA  

Session 1: Quantitative Genetics  
Chair: TBA  

Session 2: General breeding  
Chair: TBA  

Session 3: Crop and Biodiversity Protection  
Chair: TBA  

Session 4: Biotic stresses  
Chair: TBA  

Session 5A : Biotechnology and plant breeding  
Chair: TBA  
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Preliminary Scientific Program  

  
  
  
  
13:30 ï 14:00 Integrating biosafety into 

biotechnology research and 
development programs 
Hennie Groenewald  (Biosafety SA, South 
Africa ) 

14:00 ï 15:00 Selected talks 
15:00 ï 15:30 Coffee break 
  
  
  
  
  
15:30 ï 16:00 Tree fruit improvement ï recent 

developments and opportunities 
Ken Tobutt (UK)  

16:00 ï 16:45 Selected talks 
16:45 ï 17:00 Concluding remarks and closing 
  
19:00 ï late  Conference Dinner (Moyo at Spier)  
  

 
A final program will be available on the SAPBA 

website by February 15
th

 2010. 
 

Thursday, March 18 ï Friday,  March 19  
  
  
  
  
 
These two days will cover the essential basics of using  
the software, giving the trainee a good foundation to 
 later learn to use the more advanced features. Current 
 users of AGROBASE Generation II could benefit from 
this as a refresher, learning some of the enhancements 
 in the more recent versions. 
  

  

Monday, March 22 ï Wednesday, March 24  
  
  
  
  
  
These three days would be ideal for current users wan- 
ting to increase their proficiency in using the software or 
 use more of the advanced capabilities. This will also be 
 a natural continuation of the introductory course in the 
 previous week. 
  

 
 
 
 
Abstract formatting:  

 Abstracts should be typed in MS Word, Arial font 
size 12, text should be justified, 1.5 spaced, and all 
margins 2.5 cm  

 Abstracts are limited to 500 words ; page, title, 
authors and addresses included 

 Name(s) of author(s) should be preceded by their  
initials (without titles) [font size 12] 

 Presenting authorôs name should be underlined 
and his/her e-mail included 

 The title should be bold with Latin names italicized 

 A blank line should separate the title, author(s) and 
affiliation(s) and text 

 Authors are requested to have the abstracts gram- 
matically edited as the SAPBA executive does not  
take any responsibility for editing. The abstracts will 
be published  unedited  as submitted. 

 

 
Abstract submission:  

 Indicate session theme  (see preliminary program) and 
preference for either oral or poster  contribution in bold at the 
top of the page as well as conf erence  registration  
 number .  

 When submitting abstract please name files accor- 
ding to conference registration number  
(i.e. N001.doc) and also include surname and  

 

 
 
 
 

registration number in subject field. 

 Abstracts should be submitted via e -mail by  
sending to: aletta@sun.ac.za 

 

 
Oral presentations:  
Oral presentations will be limited to 15 minutes (12 min- 
utes presentation, 3 minutes discussion). As we only  
have a two-day conference we request speakers to ad- 
here to their allocated time; Session Chairpersons will  
enforce this. You will be informed by December 18

th
  

 
2009 whether your contribution has been accepted . 
 

 
Poster presentations:  
Posters will be on display for the duration of the sympo- 
sium. Posters should not exceed 1200 mm (length) x 
 850 mm (width). Velcro and pins will be provided.  You  
will be informed by January 22

nd
 2010 whether  

your poster presentation has been accepted.  
 

 
Deadlines:  
Oral contributions ï December 4

th
 2009 

Poster contributions  ï January 15
th

 2010 
 

 

Session 5B: Biotechnology and plant breeding  
Chair: TBA  

Closing session: Crop quality  
Chair: TBA  

Introduction to AGROBASE Generation II  
Instructor: Dieter Mulitze  

Advanced AGROBASE Generation II  
Instructor:  Dieter Mulitze  

Abstracts  

mailto:aletta@sun.ac.za
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Registration Registration fees 

Registration for the workshop and conference  can 
be done electronically via the SAPBA website  from 
August 1

st
 2009.  Once registered you will receive an 

e-mail confirming your registration.  Included in this e-
mail will be a conference registration number. Please 
use this together with your surname in all 
correspondence with the conference secretariat and 
when submitting your abstract. 
 

 
Please note that no conference  bags will be 

supplied . 
 
 
 
 
Conference  venue (Spier):  
A block booking has been secured under the name of 
the SAPBA at Spier.  This will be held until 60 days 
prior to the conference.  For bookings at Spier please 
use the attached booking form  and/or contact: 
Natalie Bam -Arendse  

Spier Hotel & Conferencing 

Group Reservations 

Tel: +27-21-809-1997 

Fax: +27-21-881-3141 

E-mail: natalieba@spier.co.za 

 
Alternative accommodation:  
For alternative accommodation in the region visit: 
http://www.tourismstellenbosch.co.za.  At Region 
choose ñCape Winelandsò and Town ñStellenboschò. 
 
 
 
 
Delegates wishing not to hire a car at Cape Town 
International can contact Creative Concierge 
Connection  situated at Spier.  A list of their rates and 
contact details  are also attached . 
 

 
Please note that the SAPBA will not be facilitating 

any accommodation and/or transport 
arrangements.  

 
  

   

   

Several sponsors have already come onboard and we 
would like to thank them.  The organizing committee is 
however still soliciting sponsorship from stake holders 
and several opportunities do still exist.  Interested 
parties can contact the SAPBA treasurer for more 
details. 
 

   

   

Type of delegate  Early  Late 

   

SAPBA Member R950 R1200 

Non-member R1250 R1500 

Students R750 R1000 

   

Workshop (all) R600 R800 

Conference Dinner 
(at Moyo March 17

th
 ) 

R250 R300 

   

   

Payment:  
Cheques to be crossed and made payable to the 
SAPBA. Banking details can be found on the e-mail 
confirming your registration.  Included in this e-mail will 
be a conference registration number.  Please use this 
as reference for all deposits.  After payment please fax 
(+27-58-307-3519) or e-mail (oelofseR@arc.agric.za) 
proof of payment to the SAPBA treasurer. 

 

 
Please note that the abstract book will be 

published electronically and given to delegates 
during registration on a flashdisk.  

 
 
 
 

New website/Online registration 
opens 

August 1
st
 2009 

Abstract submission for oral 
contributions: 

December 4
th
 2009 

Abstract submission for posters January 15
th
 2010 

Early Registration Payment: December 4
th
 2009 

Late Registration cut-off: February 28
th
 2010 

Electronic Payment for 
Registration cut-off: 

January 31
st
 2010, 

thereafter payment 
at registration desk 

Final Announcement: 5 February 2010 

 
 
 
 

Registration and general queries:  
Marizanne Horn E-mail: 

Marizanne.horn@sensako.co.za  

  

  

Registration fees and payments:  

Rae Oelofse E-mail: oelofseR@arc.agric.za 

 Fax: +27-58-307-3519 

  

  

Abstract submission:  

Aletta Eksteen E-mail: aletta@sun.ac.za  

  

Accommodation 

Transport 

Call for Sponsors 

Important dates 

Contact details 

mailto:natalieba@spier.co.za
http://www.tourismstellenbosch.co.za/
mailto:oelofseR@arc.agric.za
mailto:Marizanne.horn@sensako.co.za
mailto:oelofseR@arc.agric.za
mailto:aletta@sun.ac.za
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Sponsors  
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